
U. S. House Republicans Pass Budget Hurting Seniors 

Capito Votes with Party, Abandoning WV Seniors 

Today, West Virginia Republican Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito sided with House GOP leadership and 

voted to dramatically cut Medicare – the long-running health care program for seniors. The cuts would radically 

change Medicare by turning it into a voucher program. These cuts would reopen the prescription drug “Donut 

Hole” forcing seniors to pay more for their medicines.  

“It is outrageous for Capito to vote for these radical cuts,” said West Virginia Democratic Party Chairman Larry 

Puccio. “These cuts to our seniors will cause great hardship in West Virginia. These cuts will mean thousands of 

dollars to our seniors - forcing many to choose between health care and food. Shelley Moore Capito needs to 

stand up for West Virginians instead of the House Republican leaders’ radical agenda. I commend Democratic 

Congressman Nick Rahall for speaking out against this bill.” 

 

Background:  End Medicare As We Know It. “The plan would essentially end Medicare, which now pays most 

of the health-care bills for 48 million elderly and disabled Americans, as a program that directly pays those 

bills.” [Wall Street Journal, 4/4/11] 

Republican Plan Brings Back “Donut Hole” Coverage Gap for Prescription Drugs. Ryan’s plan brings back 

the coverage “gap in Medicare prescription drug” benefit. [Associated Press, 4/06/11] 

 

Congressional Budget Office: GOP Budget Raises Health Costs for Retirees. “Most future retirees would 

pay more for health care under a new House Republican budget proposal, according to an analysis by nonparti-

san experts for Congress that could be an obstacle to GOP ambitions to tame federal deficits. [9] The budget 

office gave two reasons future retirees can expect to pay more. First, private plans would cost more than tradi-

tional Medicare because of such factors as higher administrative costs. Second, the federal contribution would 

grow more slowly than health care cost inflation, leaving a bigger gap for beneficiaries to pay.”  [AP, 4/6/11] 

 

AARP: Budget Undermines Vital Programs for Older Americans. “Among its provisions, the proposal would 

drive up costs for people in Medicare, take away needed coverage for long-term care from millions of older and 

disabled Americans and reduce critical help for seniors facing the threat of hunger.”  [AARP press release, 

4/7/11] 

 
 
GOP Budget Would Almost Double Healthcare Costs For Seniors. “The Republican congressman's pro-
posal to privatize Medicare would mean a dramatic hike in U.S. healthcare costs for the elderly, an independent 
analysis finds. Seniors would pay almost double — more than $12,510 a year.” [LA Times, 4/7/11]  


